
 
 

U.S. Small Businesses: Thriving in USAID’s Changing Environment  
 

Agenda 

 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
9:00 a.m. - 9:10 a.m.  Welcome:  Mauricio Vera, Director 

Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) USAID 
 
9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m.     Opening Remarks:  Dr. Rajiv Shah, Administrator, USAID 
 
9:25 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker 

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) - U.S. House of Representatives  
 
9:50 a.m. - 10:10 a.m. John Shoraka, Associate Administrator 

Government Contracting and Business Development, U.S. Small Business Administration 
 
10:10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Mark Walther, Deputy Director of Operations, 

Office of Acquisition and Assistance (OAA), USAID 
 
10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Networking Break 
 
10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Panel Discussion:  Navigating the Procurement Process in the Era of Local Capacity 

Development  
  

 Kimberly Ball, Deputy Director, OSDBU, USAID  

 Robert Otto, Small Business Association of International Contractors 

 David Meyer, Office of Acquisition and Assistance, USAID 

 Littleton Tazewell, Legal Officer, Office of General Counsel, USAID 
 

12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. Networking Break  
 
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Lunch with the Leaders 
 
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Business Matchmaking and Networking (by appointment) 
 
2:00 p.m. - 2: 50 p.m. Breakout Sessions 
 

A: Spotlight on the Bureau for Global Health 
 Sherif Mowafy,  

Office of HIV/AIDS, Bureau for Global Health, USAID 
 
B:  USAID Mentor Protégé Program 
 David Canada,  

MPP Program Manager, USAID/OSDBU 
 

3:00 p.m. - 3:50 p.m. Breakout Sessions 
 

A:  System for Award Management 
Kristine Preece  
Integrated Acquisition Environment 
U.S. General Services Administration  

 
B:  Innovation and Development Alliances  

Joshua Kaufman, Deputy Director 
Office of Innovation and Development Alliances, USAID 


